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and there is a little bit of dispute about 
the cost of the reimbursement for trav-
el for these troops. 

But I think the intention of Congress 
here is very, very clear, and it is really, 
really nice when Republicans and 
Democrats can come together and the 
people out there in the country can see 
that in fact we are not just talking 
about supporting our troops, but we are 
putting our money where our mouth is. 
It is exactly the right thing to do.
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Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 3 minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, I had the opportunity in 
late October and early November to 
travel to Iraq to visit our troops and to 
assess the rebuilding of that troubled 
nation. The first stop, Mr. Speaker, 
that we made was in Kuwait in the 
desert at one of the camps, and we saw 
the actual R&R facility where mem-
bers of our military were being proc-
essed. We had the chance to talk first-
hand to people that were about to leave 
the theater and go home and, boy, let 
me tell my colleagues, they were very 
excited, Mr. Speaker, to be able to 
come home and visit loved ones. We 
know this was during the time when 
they had to pay their own way; but, 
nevertheless, they were pleased to be 
able to do it. 

Then we traveled in and out of Bagh-
dad with members coming on some of 
the C–130 transport planes. Once again, 
the same thing, they were very anxious 
to be able to come home for a couple of 
weeks and to be able to reunite with 
their families. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I salute our mili-
tary for authorizing this. Obviously, 
this legislation corrects an inequity, 
where those members of our military 
who wanted to travel home prior to De-
cember 19 are now going to be reim-
bursed for their expenses. Mr. Speaker, 
as indicated by the previous speaker, 
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr. 
MOORE), this was done in a bipartisan 
fashion. I salute not only the gen-
tleman from California (Chairman 
HUNTER), the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Chairman Lewis), but certainly 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
SNYDER), the gentleman from Kansas 
(Mr. MOORE), and the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. SIMMONS) for their 
hard work on this very important piece 
of legislation that will deal with all of 
our troops fairly and will encourage 
this type of R&R in the future, which is 
so important to our troops in so many 
far-flung areas of the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. DAVIS). 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank the gentleman from Ar-
kansas for yielding me this time. 

On Saturday of last week, I attended 
the funeral of Sergeant Phipps, who 
had been killed in Iraq in the line of 
duty. And, of course, as one could ex-

pect, it was a very solemn period, and 
there were thousands of people from 
his community who came to pay their 
last respects. 

It occurred to me as this bill was 
coming to the floor that individuals 
should have the opportunity certainly 
to come home and visit for rest, recu-
peration, and to see their families and 
friends while they are alive and 
healthy. 

So I simply came down to urge pas-
sage of this legislation and to indicate 
my support for it and to suggest that 
all soldiers who give of themselves 
should have the opportunity to experi-
ence interaction with their family. 

I thank the sponsors of this legisla-
tion, and I urge its strong support. 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume to 
thank the gentleman from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. BRADLEY) for his work on be-
half of this bill; along with the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. RAMSTAD), 
the gentleman from California (Chair-
man HUNTER), and the gentleman from 
Missouri (Ranking Member SKELTON) 
also for their fine work. I think this is 
a fine bill that will be much appre-
ciated by our men and women in uni-
form and their families.

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, as a long-
time supporter of the military, I was dismayed 
to learn that U.S. troops were forced to pay 
their way home from Baltimore-Washington 
International Airport, while on rest and recu-
peration leave. 

Late last year, Congress enacted legislation, 
which I supported, requiring the Department of 
Defense to provide travel and transportation 
allowances to military personnel serving in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. As of De-
cember 19, 2003, the Department began cov-
ering these costs. Unfortunately, a number of 
soldiers who were issued leave beginning on 
September 25, 2003 were not eligible for trav-
el reimbursement. Today, the Congress has 
rectified this discrepancy by ensuring that all 
of our soldiers will be reimbursed for their trav-
el while on leave. 

I am well aware of the current demands 
faced by American soldiers and the sacrifices 
made by family members and loved ones. 
American soldiers have always excelled in 
their military duties and at a time when many 
of our troops are deployed for a year or more, 
it is imperative that Congress and the federal 
government adequately provide for them.

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire. 
Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers, so I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WHITFIELD). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
New Hampshire (Mr. BRADLEY) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
Senate bill, S. 2057. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire. 
Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

ESTABLISHING CAMPAIGN MED-
ALS TO BE AWARDED TO MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES 
PARTICIPATING IN OPERATION 
ENDURING FREEDOM OR OPER-
ATION IRAQI FREEDOM 
Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3104) to provide for the establish-
ment of campaign medals to be award-
ed to members of the Armed Forces 
who participate in Operation Enduring 
Freedom or Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 3104

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SEPARATE MILITARY CAMPAIGN 

MEDALS TO RECOGNIZE SERVICE IN 
OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 
AND SERVICE IN OPERATION IRAQI 
FREEDOM. 

(a) REQUIREMENT.—The President shall es-
tablish a campaign medal specifically to rec-
ognize service by members of the uniformed 
services in Operation Enduring Freedom and 
a separate campaign medal specifically to 
recognize service by members of the uni-
formed services in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—Subject to such limita-
tions as may be prescribed by the President, 
eligibility for a campaign medal established 
pursuant to subsection (a) shall be set forth 
in regulations to be prescribed by the Sec-
retary concerned (as defined in section 101 of 
title 10, United States Code). In the case of 
regulations prescribed by the Secretaries of 
the military departments, the regulations 
shall be subject to approval by the Secretary 
of Defense and shall be uniform throughout 
the Department of Defense.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. SIMMONS) and the 
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. SNY-
DER) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Connecticut (Mr. SIMMONS). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to share my 

support for H.R. 3104. I was pleased to 
join my colleagues, the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. SNYDER) and the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. REYES), in 
introducing this legislation last Sep-
tember. 

The legislation we are considering 
today authorizes campaign medals for 
military personnel who have been par-
ticipating in the war on terror. Essen-
tially, the legislation would authorize 
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separate medals to be awarded for serv-
ice in Iraq and in Afghanistan. The 
President and the Pentagon would be 
charged with determining who would 
receive the medals. 

Mr. Speaker, those of us who have 
served in the military realize that the 
medals awarded and the ribbons worn 
on the uniform are essentially a bio-
graphic statement of the service of the 
military officer or NCO. Speaking for 
myself, when I take the ribbons that I 
have earned after over 30 years of mili-
tary service and I look at them, I can 
recall where I was, what I was doing, 
and what I received credit for from my 
military chain of command. 

By the same token, military officers 
and NCOs observing each other in uni-
form with their decorations on their 
uniform realize whether an individual 
served in a theater of operations where 
they served. That is one of the reasons 
why we think it is important to dif-
ferentiate between service in Iraq or 
service in Afghanistan, even though 
service in both locations involves the 
war on terrorism. 

Looking at the charts that I have 
here today on display, my colleagues 
will notice that there are certain other 
occasions where individual medals are 
awarded, even though the campaign 
has one consistent objective. For exam-
ple, we have a Cuban Occupation Medal 
and a Puerto Rican Occupation Medal, 
as well as a Spanish War Medal and the 
Philippine campaign. Some would 
argue that each of these decorations 
goes to the issue of one concerted ef-
fort by the United States, yet service 
in those different locations has pre-
viously been determined to result in a 
specific or a special award. 

On another chart over here, we have, 
for example, the Korean War decora-
tion, and I do not see it in front of me, 
but we all know that those members of 
the armed services who served in Korea 
were given a special award for that; but 
also if one served in Vietnam, as I did, 
one gets a special award, right here, 
the Vietnam campaign ribbon. As well, 
those who served in the liberation of 
Kuwait 10 years ago and those who 
served physically in Saudi Arabia, as 
those who participated in the libera-
tion of Kuwait and were actually in 
Kuwait, have two different decorations, 
which are indicated here. 

So the point I am trying to make, 
Mr. Speaker, is that in the past, it has 
not been unusual to provide awards and 
decorations that are specific to a par-
ticular theater or country in which a 
military officer or NCO has served, 
even though those campaigns and those 
activities may have been part of a larg-
er enterprise. 

It is on this basis, Mr. Speaker, that 
I believe that this legislation has great 
merit. I commend my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle for supporting 
this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time.

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I also rise in support of H.R. 3104, 
which requires the President to estab-
lish separate campaign medals for 
servicemembers who participate in Op-
eration Enduring Freedom in Afghani-
stan and then a separate medal for Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. I would like to 
thank the gentleman from Connecticut 
(Mr. SIMMONS) for the work he has done 
on this bill. As a career military offi-
cer, he recognizes the importance of 
providing proper recognition to our 
men and women in uniform. 

The bill we originally introduced al-
lowed members of the armed services 
to receive separate campaign medals 
for Operation Iraqi Freedom and Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. As amended 
on the floor today, it also includes all 
members of uniformed services. 

Let me say, Mr. Speaker, the intent 
of our bill is not to replace the admin-
istration’s Global War on Terrorism 
Expeditionary Medal, nor the Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, rath-
er, to provide separate campaign med-
als to recognize folks who have partici-
pated in the Iraq campaign and in the 
Afghanistan campaign. This follows 
the pattern that this country has done 
before in honoring its men and women 
in uniform. 

For example, we have a World War II 
Victory Medal, but then we also had 
separate theater campaign medals, 
such as the Asiatic Pacific Campaign 
Medal; and this bill leaves the regula-
tions and eligibility for these two med-
als to be determined by the President 
and the Department of Defense. 

One of the issues that has come up is, 
well, who is the responsible party for 
establishing these kinds of medals? In 
fact, Congress has often taken the lead 
to do that. I would like to go through 
some of these bills, if I might. 

The battle of Manila Bay Medal, also 
called the Dewey Medal, was estab-
lished by Congress in 1898. The Spanish 
War Medal authorized by Congress in 
1918; the Mexican Border Service Medal 
authorized by Congress in 1918; the 
Philippine Congressional Medal au-
thorized by Congress in 1906; the World 
War I Victory Medal in 1919, authorized 
by Congress; the Army Occupation of 
Germany, World War I, authorized by 
Congress in 1941; the Spanish Campaign 
Medal authorized by Congress in 1905; 
the World War II Victory Medal au-
thorized by Congress in 1945; the Pris-
oner of War Medal authorized by Con-
gress in 1985; the Medal for Humane Ac-
tion also known as the Berlin Airlift 
authorized by Congress in 1949. 

I would like to recognize another one 
too. In 1956, the Congress authorized 
the Civil War Campaign Medal, and the 
reason it was taken up in 1956, so many 
years after the Civil War, is because 
the Army had had a Civil War cam-
paign badge, but a judge advocate gen-
eral in the Army in 1905 thought that 
the Army probably did not have the au-
thority, that only Congress had the au-
thority to do a campaign medal, and 
Congress rectified this in 1956 by au-
thorizing the Civil War Campaign 
Medal. 

My point, Mr. Speaker, is that I be-
lieve the record is very clear that Con-
gress not only has the authority to do 
this but, in fact, that has been the his-
tory of establishment of a lot of our 
medals. 

I would like to recognize too the 
leadership of the Committee on Armed 
Services who helped bring this bill for-
ward. The gentleman from California 
(Chairman HUNTER) has been a forceful 
advocate, both publicly and privately, 
in support of this bill, as has the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Ranking Mem-
ber SKELTON). 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to my colleague, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. GRANGER). 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 3104. 
This bill will establish separate cam-
paign medals for Operations Enduring 
Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
Arkansas. (Mr. SNYDER), the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON), the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. SIM-
MONS), and the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. REYES) for their hard work, the 
Committee on Armed Services for re-
porting this bill to the full House, and 
the leadership for getting it to the 
floor so expeditiously. 

Upon returning from Iraq last fall, I 
introduced a similar bill to the one be-
fore us today. After visiting with sol-
diers on that trip, I became convinced 
that we needed to establish separate 
medals for service in Afghanistan and 
Iraq in order to give our troops the rec-
ognition they deserve. A number of the 
troops mentioned that they have 
served in both countries and would ap-
preciate separate medals to distinguish 
their service. Many of our servicemen 
and -women who have served in these 
two very different campaigns in the 
war on terrorism feel the same way, 
and they deserve the recognition. 

Currently, the Department of De-
fense has established the Global War on 
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal for 
those who have deployed to Operation 
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. 
The Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal is for those who have served in 
support roles since September 11. Our 
troops can only be issued these medals 
once, even if they have served in both 
operations.

b 1430 
I do not think these medals go far 

enough. The war on terrorism will be a 
long struggle with many major mili-
tary campaigns and fronts. 

In my opinion, this fact warrants 
separate medals for the war’s first two 
major campaigns. There is also prece-
dent for these medals. During World 
War II, for example, three campaign 
medals were issued to recognize the 
different fronts of the war: the Amer-
ican Campaign Service Medal, the Asi-
atic-Pacific Campaign Medal, and the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Cam-
paign Medal. 
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During the 1990s, DOD issued the 

Southwest Asia Service Medal for the 
Persian Gulf war in 1991 and the 
Kosovo Campaign Medal for the 1999 
U.S.-led war in Kosovo. 

By awarding separate medals we sim-
ply recognize the specific contribution 
our servicemen and women have made 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. These medals 
would not take away from the signifi-
cance of the global war on terrorism 
medal. 

I also think DOD should establish 
separate medals for future major cam-
paigns in the war on terrorism. 

I want to conclude my remarks by 
saying thank you to the men and 
women of our armed services for their 
service and sacrifice. Moments like 
these always remind me that freedom 
is not free. Thank God we have men 
and women who are willing to volun-
teer their service to protect and fight 
for our great Nation. These medals are 
just one of the many ways we should 
recognize them. 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend the 
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. GRANG-
ER) for her leadership on this bill. She 
has been working on this issue for 
some time, also. 

I neglected to mention the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. REYES) who has his 
own Vietnam Service Campaign Medal 
for his work as a helicopter crew chief 
and is now a fine member of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. And I thank 
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. 
SIMMONS) for his work. 

Let me repeat in closing that those 
of us who have worked on this bill, 
have sponsored and cosponsored this 
bill, do not at all intend this as a re-
placement for the global war on ter-
rorism service medals and expedi-
tionary medals. We support those med-
als. What we think, though, is we need 
to recognize that contribution, that ca-
maraderie that comes from our men 
and women in uniform that are serving 
in Iraq so they can have their own 
campaign medal and our men and 
women in Afghanistan so they can 
have their own campaign medal in ad-
dition to the Global War on Terrorism 
Expeditionary Medal. 

So I urge support of this bill. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
George S. Patton, Jr., once said, 

quote, ‘‘The results of decorations 
works two ways: It makes the men who 
get them proud and determined to get 
more, and it makes the men who have 
not received them jealous and deter-
mined to get some in order to even up. 
It is the greatest thing we have for 
building a fighting heart.’’ I would only 
correct the great General Patton today 
by saying the men and women who re-
ceive them. Because, as we know, in to-
day’s military forces men and women 
are providing an equal contribution. 

As my colleague has indicated, serv-
ice in uniform and service in a war 

zone is not simply about awards and 
decorations, it is about our national 
policy, and it is about working as a 
team with other men and women in 
uniform. But the awards and decora-
tions they receive provide them with 
incentive and provide them with a liv-
ing history which becomes their career 
in service to their country. That is why 
refreshing and upgrading the medals 
that are offered to our servicemen and 
women is so important.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. SKELTON). 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
SNYDER), my friend, for yielding and 
for giving me this time. 

Actually, this is a very, very impor-
tant bill; and I speak in favor of it. As 
you know, we have two major, ongoing 
conflicts in the Middle East regarding 
the American forces. The first is a 
guerrilla warfare in Iraq and the sec-
ond is going after the genesis and the 
home of the terrorists in Afghanistan 
that caused us so much and continues 
to cause us so much international ter-
ror. 

I voted for the resolution regarding 
conflict in Iraq because I felt it was 
necessary, based upon the weapons of 
mass destruction allegation. We went 
in there; and, as a result of the very 
tremendous military field victory of 
our troops, we stayed. The ongoing 
guerrilla warfare has erupted which is 
an effort to do away with the stability 
and do away with transferring sov-
ereignty to a stable, representative 
Iraq. The purpose of those are, whether 
they be Baathist or Fedayeen or 
jihadists or remnants of Afghanistan’s 
al Qaeda, trying to destabilize that 
government. That is the purpose of 
guerrilla warfare. That is one war in 
and of itself. 

The second in Afghanistan, the pur-
pose there, of course, was going after 
those who have been causing terror to 
the United States for quite some time, 
beginning 1993 in the World Trade Cen-
ter; 1996, the Khobar Towers bombing; 
in 1998, the simultaneous bombing of 
the embassies in Tanzania and Kenya; 
and then the boat bombing of the USS 
Cole in the harbor at Yemen; and, of 
course, September 11, 2001, came along, 
was the culmination. The terrorists 
home base is Afghanistan. 

I think there should be separate rib-
bons for those separate conflicts, and I 
think this is very good. I compliment 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
SNYDER) for introducing this. I thank 
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. 
SIMMONS) for the strong support. I 
think it is the right thing to do. It 
should happen. So then when we see 
someone in uniform wearing either or 
both of these ribbons, we can recognize 
it and say thank you.

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of S. 2057 and H.R. 3104. S. 
2057 provides retroactive travel reimburse-

ments for troops who returned home before 
December 19, 2003 from Iraq and Afghanistan 
for rest and recuperation leave. H.R. 3104 
provides separate combat medals for the op-
erations in Iraq and Afghanistan. I think you 
would be hard pressed to find a Member of 
Congress who opposes these low cost bills to 
benefit our troops. The only question is: What 
took us so long? 

During debate on the $87 billion Iraq sup-
plemental last October, I introduced an 
amendment that would have provided for free 
travel all the way home from Iraq and Afghani-
stan for troops on R&R leave, and would have 
required separate campaign medals be issued 
for service in Iraq and Afghanistan, among 
other important personnel benefits. The Re-
publican leadership in the House would not 
even let this amendment on the floor for a 
vote. So here we are six months later, and we 
are only just now revisiting the issues. 

Why so long? Quite simply, the Bush Ad-
ministration opposed separate war medals for 
Iraq and Afghanistan, preferring instead to 
issue one service medal for the Global War on 
Terror. I understand the Administration’s de-
sire to put these operations in a larger context, 
but that does not translate to our troops on the 
ground. Circumstances leading up to and in 
Iraq and Afghanistan were very different, as 
are the challenges our troops face on the 
ground today. Furthermore, the Pentagon pol-
icy not only authorized a single medal for OEF 
and OIF, it does not prescribe service stars to 
reflect service in both conflicts or multiples 
tours of duty in the same conflict. This is bla-
tantly wrong. Campaign and service medals 
proudly reflect military service in a particular 
conflict, enhance esprit-de-corps, and are a 
strong part of military history. It means a great 
deal to an infantryman to look at his fellow sol-
diers and say ‘‘Iraq—yes sir, I was there.’’

The British established the Iraq Campaign 
Medal to recognize service in, and in support 
of, operations in Iraq. Australia established 
separate ‘‘Afghanistan’’ and ‘‘Iraq’’ clasp for 
their Active Service Medal to reward OEF and 
OIF service. So why would we deny our serv-
icemen, who are sacrificing so much for our 
country, separate medals that can boost mo-
rale for such a small price? 

And if the Global War on Terror continues 
for many years on many fronts as the Presi-
dent has suggested it might, are we to expect 
that the Administration would prefer that we 
issue no new campaign medals in perpetuity? 
H.R. 3104 makes sure this will not be the 
case. 

S. 2057 and H.R. 3104 are low cost, long 
needed morale boosts for our troops in the 
field, and though it has taken us too long to 
get to them, I wholeheartedly urge their pas-
sage today.

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WHITFIELD). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. SIMMONS) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 3104, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 
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Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, on that 

I demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE UNITED 
STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY 
ON ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the concurrent resolution 
(H. Con. Res. 386) congratulating the 
United States Air Force Academy on 
its 50th Anniversary and recognizing 
its contributions to the Nation. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 386

Whereas on April 1, 1954, President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower signed legislation estab-
lishing the United States Air Force Academy 
to prepare young men for careers as Air 
Force officers; 

Whereas in July 1955, the first class en-
tered the Air Force Academy, attending 
classes in temporary facilities at Lowry Air 
Force Base in Denver, Colorado; 

Whereas the Air Force Academy moved to 
its permanent home near Colorado Springs, 
Colorado in August 1958; 

Whereas the first class of 207 cadets grad-
uated in June 1959; 

Whereas in 1964, President Lyndon B. John-
son signed legislation authorizing each of 
the Service Academies to expand enrollment 
from 2,529 to 4,417 students, and today, 4,000 
cadets attend the Air Force Academy; 

Whereas women were first admitted to the 
Air Force Academy in June 1976, and the 
first class that included women graduated in 
June 1980; 

Whereas 44 classes and 35,000 cadets have 
graduated from the Air Force Academy in its 
50-year history; 

Whereas the mission of the Air Force 
Academy is to inspire and teach outstanding 
young men and women to become Air Force 
officers and to prepare and motivate them to 
lead the Air Force in its service to the Na-
tion; 

Whereas the Air Force Academy is recog-
nized worldwide as the premier developer of 
aerospace officers and leaders with impec-
cable character and knowledge; and 

Whereas April 1, 2004 marks the 50th anni-
versary of the founding of the Air Force 
Academy: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) congratulates the United States Air 
Force Academy on its 50th Anniversary; 

(2) acknowledges the continued excellence 
of the United States Air Force Academy and 
its critical role in the defense of the United 
States; and 

(3) recognizes the outstanding service to 
the Nation that graduates from the United 
States Air Force Academy have provided.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
New Mexico (Mrs. WILSON) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. SNYDER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New Mexico (Mrs. WIL-
SON). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 

all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks on the resolution under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Mexico? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON). 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman 
from New Mexico (Mrs. WILSON) for her 
leadership in proposing this resolution. 
I urge my colleagues to support H. Con. 
Res. 386 which congratulates the U.S. 
Air Force Academy on its 50th anniver-
sary and recognizing its contributions 
to the Nation. 

It is particularly meaningful to me 
to be here today. I have several per-
spectives. In addition to being a Mem-
ber of Congress, I am a veteran myself. 
I served 31 years in the Army National 
Guard. But I greatly appreciate the 
service of the Air Force. It has been ex-
traordinary, the military profes-
sionalism that truly has been gen-
erated by the Air Force Academy. 

I had the extraordinary opportunity 
firsthand to accompany the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON), as the 
ranking member of the Committee on 
Armed Services, to visit Iraq last Sep-
tember; and I saw firsthand the success 
of the precision bombing which pro-
tected the civilian population and pro-
tected the schools and the mosques 
while the military targets were utterly 
destroyed in one of the most successful 
military operations in the history of 
the United States, protecting the 
American people from the terrorists by 
going after them in Afghanistan, going 
after them in Iraq. And American fami-
lies are safer. 

Additionally, I am grateful to be a 
service academy parent. I know first-
hand how academies promote the high 
standards of academics. Actually, my 
son went to an academy which is in the 
State of Maryland, not in the State of 
Colorado, but I do have great apprecia-
tion for the Academy. 

There are facts that should be 
known, that 32 cadets have been se-
lected as Rhodes Scholars, including 
our colleague, the gentlewoman from 
New Mexico (Mrs. WILSON), who also 
has, I think, the great distinction of 
being the first female graduate of the 
Air Force Academy serving in Con-
gress. 

Additionally, six cadets have accept-
ed Marshall scholarships; nine cadets 
have received the Harry S. Truman 
scholarship; 92 cadets have been ac-
cepted as Guggenheim Fellows. There 
is so much to be appreciative of of the 
military service, the academic success 
of the Air Force Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of the 
resolution.

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 
House Concurrent Resolution 386 intro-

duced by the gentlewoman from New 
Mexico (Mrs. WILSON) and my colleague 
on the Committee on Armed Services; 
and I commend her on your efforts to 
recognize the 50th anniversary of the 
United States Air Force Academy. 

On April 1, 1954, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower signed into the law a bill 
that established the United States Air 
Force Academy; and this Thursday, 
April 1, 2004, the Nation will recognize 
the 50th anniversary of this Academy 
and its efforts to inspire and develop 
outstanding young men and women as 
Air Force officers. 

However, the history of the Academy 
began long before the bill was signed 
by President Eisenhower. One of the 
first to recognize the need and to advo-
cate for an air service academy was 
Brigadier General Billy Mitchell, often 
considered to be the father of the 
United States Air Force. He was an 
outspoken advocate of strategic air 
power, and he had attempted to estab-
lish an air school for many years. 

Progress on the Air Force Academy 
began in 1949 when Secretary of De-
fense James Forrestal established a 
board of military and civilian edu-
cators to recommend a general system 
of education for the services. The 
board, which was headed by Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, then president of Colom-
bia University, and Robert L. Stearns, 
then president of the University of Col-
orado, recommended that an Air Force 
Academy be established; and this was 
done in 1954 under President Eisen-
hower’s signature. 

The Academy’s commitment to ex-
cellence began with its first class in 
July of 1955, which was comprised of 
306 men who lived in temporary facili-
ties at Lowry Air Force Base in Den-
ver, Colorado. Lieutenant General Hu-
bert R. Harmon, recalled from retire-
ment, became the first superintendent. 
The Cadet Wing moved to its current 
location 3 years later in 1958, and the 
first class graduated in 1959. 

In 1964, the academies were allowed 
to nearly double their enrollment to 
over 4,400 cadets. In 1976, the first class 
of women was allowed to attend the 
service academies, including the Air 
Force Academy. Since then, more than 
35,000 cadets have graduated from the 
Air Force Academy, including 196 
international cadets. 

The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. WILSON) recognized several of the 
scholarly attributes of cadet graduates, 
including 32 cadets who have been se-
lected as Rhodes Scholars. I want to 
call attention to the fact that one of 
those is my colleague, the gentle-
woman from New Mexico (Mrs. WIL-
SON), who was also a Rhodes Scholar. 

I also want to recognize 31 cadets 
have accepted Fulbright-Hays scholar-
ships. Probably even more impor-
tantly, Air Force cadet graduates are 
not only accomplished scholars but 
have also distinguished themselves on 
the battlefield. One hundred and twen-
ty-nine graduates have been killed in 
combat; 36 graduates were prisoners of 
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